
Table 25.  Full-time graduate students in science and engineering fields in all institutions,
by primary mechanism and primary source of support: 1994-2001
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Primary mechanism and primary 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
source of support

Total, all types:
......................................................Total, all sources 292,975 287,164 284,033 280,664 278,941 283,911 292,020 304,476

.........................................................Federal, total 60,778 59,398 57,838 56,798 55,810 57,351 59,254 60,088
...............................................Dept. of Defense 9,068 9,006 8,468 8,701 7,959 7,673 7,736 7,676

1 ...............................................Dept. of Energy   na na na na na 2,719 2,978 3,100
............................................Dept. of HHS, total 17,140 17,102 16,901 16,816 16,740 17,228 17,676 17,976

................................................................NIH 15,942 15,664 15,472 15,352 15,308 15,975 16,306 16,446
....................................................Other HHS 1,198 1,438 1,429 1,464 1,432 1,253 1,370 1,530

2 ..............................................................NASA   na na 2,295 2,565 2,620 2,564 2,761 2,789
...................................................................NSF 13,873 13,561 13,330 13,264 13,339 13,712 14,471 15,319

................................................................USDA 3,346 3,197 2,954 2,603 2,426 2,573 2,568 2,705
...............................................All other Federal 17,351 16,532 13,890 12,849 12,726 10,882 11,064 10,523
..............................................Institutional support 120,741 120,331 118,959 119,225 118,944 122,264 122,393 129,742

..................................Other outside support, total 25,408 23,939 23,405 23,124 24,201 23,811 25,391 25,884
.....................................................All other U.S. 20,152 18,926 18,586 18,762 20,379 20,305 21,905 22,336

..............................................................Foreign 5,256 5,013 4,819 4,362 3,822 3,506 3,486 3,548
..........................................................Self-support 86,048 83,496 83,831 81,517 79,986 80,485 84,982 88,762

Fellowships:
..................................................Total, all sources 26,749 26,686 26,347 26,478 26,575 27,360 28,350 29,600

.....................................................Federal, total 6,358 6,363 6,427 6,260 6,335 6,586 6,610 6,557
...........................................Dept. of Defense 523 470 506 522 536 485 541 445

1 ...........................................Dept. of Energy   na na na na na 100 156 120
........................................Dept. of HHS, total 1,046 1,166 1,148 1,229 1,285 1,338 1,149 1,335

............................................................NIH 915 965 969 1,002 1,057 1,168 992 1,160
.................................................Other HHS 131 201 179 227 228 170 157 175

2 ..........................................................NASA   na na 410 373 380 359 338 317
...............................................................NSF 2,275 2,323 2,451 2,309 2,335 2,411 2,536 2,575

............................................................USDA 112 136 111 138 136 141 120 126
............................................All other Federal 2,402 2,268 1,801 1,689 1,663 1,752 1,770 1,639
...........................................Institutional support 13,912 14,283 14,373 15,227 15,234 15,985 16,928 18,273

..............................Other outside support, total 6,479 6,040 5,547 4,991 5,006 4,789 4,812 4,770
.................................................All other U.S. 4,062 3,808 3,396 3,113 3,277 3,268 3,445 3,357

..........................................................Foreign 2,417 2,232 2,151 1,878 1,729 1,521 1,367 1,413
......................................................Self-support N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Traineeships:
..................................................Total, all sources 10,345 10,544 10,337 9,670 9,841 9,494 9,553 9,198

.....................................................Federal, total 5,857 5,630 5,515 5,143 5,426 5,400 5,695 5,425
...........................................Dept. of Defense 122 104 124 108 64 51 59 36

1 ...........................................Dept. of Energy   na na na na na 22 10 2
........................................Dept. of HHS, total 4,493 4,347 4,256 3,977 4,234 4,350 4,417 4,213

............................................................NIH 4,206 3,990 3,990 3,793 4,056 4,156 4,143 3,993
.................................................Other HHS 287 357 266 184 178 194 274 220

2 ..........................................................NASA   na na 67 76 57 51 46 50
...............................................................NSF 258 338 431 383 408 344 322 335

............................................................USDA 37 18 24 23 14 25 18 16
............................................All other Federal 947 823 613 576 649 557 823 773
...........................................Institutional support 3,606 4,214 4,252 3,877 3,730 3,457 3,298 3,299

..............................Other outside support, total 882 700 570 650 685 637 560 474
.................................................All other U.S. 661 505 386 488 541 537 415 342

..........................................................Foreign 221 195 184 162 144 100 145 132
......................................................Self-support N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Research assistantships:
..................................................Total, all sources 87,608 85,316 83,293 83,105 83,053 85,851 88,399 93,510

.....................................................Federal, total 43,890 42,933 41,824 41,472 39,962 40,977 42,399 43,788
...........................................Dept. of Defense 6,178 6,261 5,965 6,308 5,784 5,658 5,719 5,830

1 ...........................................Dept. of Energy   na na na na na 2,533 2,715 2,887
........................................Dept. of HHS, total 11,231 11,165 11,036 11,103 10,584 10,787 11,328 11,702

............................................................NIH 10,516 10,367 10,155 10,151 9,647 10,036 10,465 10,644
.................................................Other HHS 715 798 881 952 937 751 863 1,058

2 ..........................................................NASA   na na 1,775 2,059 2,122 2,107 2,290 2,328
...............................................................NSF 11,145 10,600 10,223 10,392 10,373 10,715 11,302 12,057

............................................................USDA 3,071 2,944 2,707 2,370 2,188 2,290 2,314 2,485
............................................All other Federal 12,265 11,963 10,118 9,240 8,911 6,887 6,731 6,499
...........................................Institutional support 30,591 30,102 29,119 28,984 29,797 31,461 31,472 34,101

..............................Other outside support, total 13,127 12,281 12,350 12,649 13,294 13,413 14,528 15,621
.................................................All other U.S. 12,364 11,541 11,611 11,909 12,666 12,816 13,900 14,979

..........................................................Foreign 763 740 739 740 628 597 628 642
......................................................Self-support N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

See explanatory information, if any, and SOURCE at end of table.
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Teaching assistantships:
..................................................Total, all sources 64,042 63,147 62,728 62,256 61,974 63,190 63,367 64,692

.....................................................Federal, total 677 646 741 787 971 876 1,272 970
...........................................Dept. of Defense N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

1 ...........................................Dept. of Energy   na na na na na 16 34 27
........................................Dept. of HHS, total 136 113 180 157 232 203 277 242

............................................................NIH 127 106 176 127 221 196 261 211
.................................................Other HHS 9 7 4 30 11 7 16 31

2 ..........................................................NASA   na na 2 24 23 9 11 33
...............................................................NSF 107 157 117 80 130 121 139 203

............................................................USDA 49 37 42 30 37 60 68 46
............................................All other Federal 385 339 400 496 549 467 743 419
...........................................Institutional support 62,755 61,964 61,366 60,879 60,391 61,623 61,125 62,753

..............................Other outside support, total 610 537 621 590 612 691 970 969
.................................................All other U.S. 610 537 621 590 612 691 970 969

..........................................................Foreign N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
......................................................Self-support N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Other types of support:
..................................................Total, all sources 104,231 101,471 101,328 99,155 97,498 98,016 102,351 107,476

.....................................................Federal, total 3,996 3,826 3,331 3,136 3,116 3,512 3,278 3,348
...........................................Dept. of Defense 2,245 2,171 1,873 1,763 1,575 1,479 1,417 1,365

1 ...........................................Dept. of Energy   na na na na na 48 63 64
........................................Dept. of HHS, total 234 311 281 350 405 550 505 484

............................................................NIH 178 236 182 279 327 419 445 438
.................................................Other HHS 56 75 99 71 78 131 60 46

2 ..........................................................NASA   na na 41 33 38 38 76 61
...............................................................NSF 88 143 108 100 93 121 172 149

............................................................USDA 77 62 70 42 51 57 48 32
............................................All other Federal 1,352 1,139 958 848 954 1,219 997 1,193
...........................................Institutional support 9,877 9,768 9,849 10,258 9,792 9,738 9,570 11,316

..............................Other outside support, total 4,310 4,381 4,317 4,244 4,604 4,281 4,521 4,050
.................................................All other U.S. 2,455 2,535 2,572 2,662 3,283 2,993 3,175 2,689

..........................................................Foreign 1,855 1,846 1,745 1,582 1,321 1,288 1,346 1,361
......................................................Self-support 86,048 83,496 83,831 81,517 79,986 80,485 84,982 88,762

 1 Data for Department of Energy were not collected separately prior to 1999. Students supported by the Department of Energy prior to 1999 were 
included under "All other Federal" support. 

 2 Data for NASA were not collected separately prior to 1996. Students supported by NASA prior to 1996 were included under "All other Federal" 
support.

KEY: HHS    = Department of Health & Human Services
NIH    = National Institutes of Health
NASA   = National Aeronautics & Space Administration
NSF    = National Science Foundation
USDA   = United States Department of Agriculture
na     = Not available
N/A    = Not applicable

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and 
Engineering


